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THE HIP-HOP SUMMIT YOUTH COUNCIL (HHSYC) AND “THE SHARK” 
DAYMOND JOHN, WITH SUPPORT FROM MAYOR BLOOMBERG AND 
RALPH MCDANIELS OF VIDEO MUSIC BOX LAUNCHED THE “SANDY 
REBUILDING AID PROJECT” (S-RAP) ON THANKSGIVING EVE AND 
THANKSGIVING DAY, GIVING AWAY TURKEYS AND FEEDING 2,500 

CITIZENS AFFECTED BY SUPER STORM SANDY.  
 

Earnest Flowers and many others joined the “S-RAP Team” to help the 
Rockaways by building a Youth Recreational Center, a Movie Theater, a Bowling 

Alley and providing a host of other services.  
 

New York, NY—November 26, 2012.  In an effort to bring short, mid and long term relief to those 
suffering from the devastation of Super Storm Sandy, the Hip-Hop Summit Youth Council and “The 
Shark” Daymond John, star of ABC’s hit television show “Shark Tank” and founder of FUBU, 
launched the Sandy Rebuilding Aid Project (S-RAP) in Far Rockaway, Queens on Thanksgiving eve and 
Thanksgiving Day.  The 2 days of activities were a huge success as over 2,500 citizens were fed at 
events held at Far Rockaway High School, Redfern Houses and Beach 41 Street Houses.  The events 
offered fun, food, music and a message of hope from Daymond to those suffering from the storm. 
 
At Far Rockaway High School about 900 students were in attendance—some got a chance to showcase 
their talent for the event host, Hip-Hop icon Uncle Ralph, who has been influential in the lives of some 
of biggest stars in Hip-Hop.  Next year Video Music Box will be celebrating their 30-year anniversary 
and Uncle Ralph plans to use his expertise and contacts to help develop new talent in Far Rockaway.  It 
is important that we stand by our youth and remind them that not even Sandy can destroy their dreams.  
Segments of the event were aired on VMB (www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxahKRTp1-s&feature=plcp) giving 
students a chance to see themselves on TV for the first time in their lives.  This is a holiday experience 
they will never forget.  
 
In addition, Daymond provided students with a message of hope and inspiration as he discussed what it 
took for him to become a success in fashion and television.  He asked several students about their career 
objectives and gave them valuable advice as to how they can accomplish their goals.  He also offered to 
help selected students with good ideas develop a business plan that can help fulfill their entrepreneurial 
dreams.  This will be accomplished through S-RAP and “Shark-a-Nomics 101.”   
 
Daymond John said, “It feels good to be back out here in Far Rockaway talking to the students at Far 
Rockaway HS.  Handing out turkeys in Redfern and spending Thanksgiving Day in Beach 41 St. Houses 
was important to me.  Mingling with the people and helping those suffering from the storm get back on 
their feet is a priority as well.  Through S-RAP I’m here for the long haul because the people really need 
support to rebuild their lives.  What happened out here is a travesty and whatever I can do, along with 
the Hip-Hop Summit Youth Council and S-RAP, to bring relief to those affected by the storm you can 
count me in.” 
 
Mayor Bloomberg visited the Beach 41 St. Houses’ Restore Center to offer some Thanksgiving Day 
wisdom to the hard working volunteers who were preparing to serve hundreds of people, as well as show 
his support for the S-RAP initiative.  The Mayor stated, “Thanksgiving is traditionally an American 
thing; it’s working together and volunteering much more so than any place around the world that I have 
been and I just want to say thank you.  The people that you are going to help; some will say thank you, 
some will take it for granted, but the real pleasure is when you look in the mirror and know that you 
really made a difference.” 



 
“I’m excited about being here at Far Rockaway HS and just giving back to the community and 
supporting S-RAP.  I saw a lot of hot young potential talent and we cannot let Sandy destroy their 
dreams because for some of them that is all they have left.  I want them to understand that becoming a 
star or a basketball player is important, but graduating from school is the key to success in life,” ended 
Ralph McDaniels of VMB. 
 
“Celebrating Thanksgiving Day at Beach 41 St. Houses was huge.  I want to thank NYCHA, Byron 
Cave and the Mayor, who gave a great motivational speech to kick off the festivities, for allowing S-
RAP to partner with the city to serve the hungry.  Also, a major big up to my man Daymond John who 
came through to show his sincere commitment and a lot of love to the people.  I know the entertainment 
business and not too many stars will sacrifice Thanksgiving eve and Day to be in the ‘hood.  It is easy to 
write a check, but to give up your time and money to be with the people during these rough times is a 
priceless moment they will never forget and I love Daymond for that,” said Charles Fisher, 
Chairman/Founder, HHSYC.  
 
“This was a huge challenge to pull off 3 events with 10 days notice but we made it happen because that 
is what New Yorkers do during a crisis.  As we prepare for the Christmas celebration, which is going to 
be major, there are so many people to thank and I can’t name them all, but in particular Daymond John, 
Denean Ferguson, MaryAnn DeSliva, Manny Fiallo, Chad Brownlee, Celeste Santana, Earnest Flowers, 
Super Fi Emporium, Fairway, Queensboro Church, Queens Adventist Youth Federation, Nicole Stoll, 
Ralph McDaniels, Fishers of Men, Walmart and Kenny Layne.  Without their support we could have 
never pulled this off.  S-RAP is now ready to offer a host of ongoing services to help citizens return to a 
normal life,” ended Randy Fisher, Executive Director, HHSYC. 
 
“I will be working with S-RAP to build a recreational center, bowling alley and a movie theater in Far 
Rockaway because the youth and young adults that live here are in desperate need of places to go and 
things to do.  With these venues we can reduce youth violence and improve public safety,” ended 
community activist Earnest Flowers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles Fisher, Ralph McDaniels, Daymond 
John and Randy Fisher at Far Rockaway High 
School. 

Randy Fisher, Daymond John and Charles Fisher at Beach 41 
Street Houses at Thanksgiving Day dinner event. 
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Bill Sanford, President of Fairway, and Daymond John in 
action on the food line feeding the people.  Randy and 
Charles Fisher stand by.  

Randy and Charles Fisher look over S-RAP 
material with Mayor Bloomberg at the Beach 41 
St. Houses’ Thanksgiving Day event. 

 Daymond directs people to the turkey line. Charles Fisher holds up turkeys  
at Redfern Houses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABOUT THE HHSYC 
The HHSYC was founded in July 2001 by Charles Fisher (also the former manager of LL Cool J, the 
Lost Boyz and co-discovered R. Kelly).  The organization was created to help implement commitments 
made by record companies, artists, community leaders and elected officials at the historic 2001 Hip-Hop 
Summit in New York City.  Participants are taught how to constructively use their time, talent and the 
Hip-Hop culture to improve social, political and economic conditions in their school, home and 
community.  Randy Fisher is the organization’s Executive Director.  For additional information, visit 
www.HHSYC.org. 
 
ABOUT THE SANDY REBUILDING AID PROJECT (S-RAP) 
S-RAP is a “Relief Assistance” project offering a host of services to those affected by Super Storm 
Sandy.  The initiative will also act as an advocacy and watchdog group to provide post storm relief 
updates and be a voice for the suffering.  The initiative was launched by the Hip-Hop Summit Youth 
Council and “The Shark” Daymond John, star of ABC’s hit television show “Shark Tank” and founder 
of FUBU, after the second worst storm, next to Katrina, in modern U.S. history hit the east coast.  After 
helping the victims of Katrina and the earthquake victims in Haiti we had to assist our own 
communities.  S-RAP will provide a host of services including: food, clothing, books, school materials, 
computers, legal/financial advice (to renters and homeowners), business consultation, financial aid, 
employment and economic development opportunities to bring relief to citizens in need.  If you want to 
join the S-RAP team, contact us at: SandyRAP29@gmail.com. 


